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achievements in building a new state and a
democratic society, reaffirms the bonds of
friendship and cooperation between the United
States and Israel, and extends our best wish-
es to the State of Israel for a peaceful, pros-
perous, and successful future.

Mr. Speaker, the Bible tells the story of so
many miracles of importance to the Jewish
community, from the parting of the Red Sea to
the oil which burned for eight nights. The fact
that Israel has survived and flourished for 50
years as a free and democratic nation under
the most difficult of circumstances is, in its
own right, a modern-day miracle that rivals all
the miracles of the past. It is a tribute to the
strength of the Jewish religion and the deter-
mination of the Jewish people in South Bend,
Indiana and across the world. I hope that as
we join in this momentous celebration, we can
not only reflect on the struggles and sacrifices
which marked the first 50 years of Israel’s ex-
istence, but also look forward to a future of
peace and happiness for Israel and the Jewish
community everywhere.

I strongly believe that it is most appropriate
for the Congress on behalf of the American
people to reaffirm the bonds of warm friend-
ship that link us with the Jewish people and
Israel. Traditionally, Israel has been our
strongest democratic ally in the volatile Middle
East region, revealing the strong common
links that bind us with the people of Israel and
reflect our shared experiences and interests.

Mr. Speaker, once again, let me express my
strong support for House Joint Resolution 102
and my congratulations to the Jewish commu-
nity on this happy occasion of the 50th Anni-
versary of the founding of the modern State of
Israel.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I have always
been proud of the heritage and physical beau-
ty of the 22nd Congressional District of New
York which I have the privilege of represent-
ing. It is for this reason, to savor the history
and character of the picturesque towns and
counties, that I return home every weekend.

We often forget, Mr. Speaker, that the real
America is not Washington, but the small
towns and villages where real people live and
work. I would like to talk about one such town
today.

The Town of Stuyvesant, New York in Co-
lumbia County will be commemorating 175
years of existence since they separated from
the nearby Township of Kinderhook back in
1823. Mr. Speaker, Stuyvesant is one of the
many beautiful river towns that border the ma-
jestic Hudson River in New York and as a
river town over that long timeframe, it has en-
dured many transformations. And in many
ways, those changes reflect the changes in
the river, from the evolving trade involving
furs, fishing, mills and ice harvesting, to a bus-
tling brick industry and at a stop along the
commercial channel running from New York
City to Albany, Stuyvesant has adapted to the
times. Yet make no mistake, even as times
have changed and industry has changed, the

people from Stuyvesant and the nearby towns
in Columbia and Greene Counties are charac-
terized by their connection to this wonderful
river.

But not everyone around the country has
the opportunity to celebrate and rejoice in
what the people of Stuyvesant can this week-
end. Even though things have changed there,
like everywhere else, there is something spe-
cial that remains an unmistakable part of the
town’s character that not enough people
throughout the country can still boast of today.
That something is the distinct small town
charm that grips the town and the good citi-
zens of the Township of Stuyvesant. It can be
seen at the church halls and the fire depart-
ment, at the veterans posts and across the
streets and fields where children play and
farmers work. And that camaraderie can be
seen in the way the people of Stuyvesant and
their local leaders are again focusing on their
trusty neighbor, the Hudson, and their miles of
waterfront as a vital resource and gateway to
another new era for the town.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, that small town camara-
derie and neighborly hospitality is one thing
that thankfully hasn’t changed. But I’ll tell you
about another thing. It’s the pride and values
of the citizenry. These are the things that I ad-
mire most about the towns like Stuyvesant
throughout my congressional district and that
I’ll miss most about the people I’ve had the
privilege of serving. And this weekend, Mr.
Speaker, on May 16th and 17th, the residents
of Stuyvesant will take part in day long festivi-
ties commemorating their heritage. There will
be historical sites and artifacts on display, a
play, parades and a spectacular fireworks dis-
play to enjoy with friends and neighbors and
where they can give thinks for the town and
community they share.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the good people of
Stuyvesant for their commitment to their home
and hard work in organizing this memorial to
their heritage. I ask that you and all members
of the House join me in paying tribute to them
on the occasion of the town’s 175th birthday
and in wishing them many more years of good
fortune and prosperity alongside the Hudson
River in one of the most beautiful river valleys
anywhere in this world.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that my colleague, Mr. BARCIA, and I rise
today to recognize the Silver Anniversary
Celebration of the Saginaw County Commis-
sion on Aging. The Commission was founded
on January 1, 1973, and from that point on
has been an invaluable asset to the surround-
ing community. Saginaw County can be proud
of their County Commission on Aging. Since
their beginning they have passed many mile-
stones and touched the lives of thousands of
Seniors over the years.

Providing transportation and meals to Senior
Citizens, preparing a monthly newsletter to
keep Seniors updated on important develop-
ments within their community and sponsoring
an annual Crafts and Hobby Show are the
type of services the Saginaw County Commis-
sion on Aging has offered its Seniors over the
past twenty-five years. Twenty-five years ago
a group of community leaders had a vision to
establish an organization that would serve the
Seniors of their community. Today, that orga-
nization can be proud of the many lives it has
touched over the years.

On Friday evening, as citizens gather to re-
flect on the Saginaw County Commission on
Aging’s long and productive history, they can
be proud of how this organization has bene-
fited the community. It is the special, caring
people that comprise this organization that
have allowed it to grow over the years and
meet new challenges.

Mr. BARCIA. At a time when we know that
effective services can best be provided by
partnerships between concerned individuals
on a local level working with programs offered
by the federal and state governments, the
Saginaw County Commission on Aging has
done an outstanding job of letting the seniors
of the Saginaw County community know that
assistance is available for them. I want to offer
my compliments and thanks to Judy Spaner,
the Director of the Commission, and her excel-
lent staff for the work that they do, continuing
the heritage of accomplishment at the Com-
mission.

Mr. Speaker, when we concentrate on pro-
viding services to people with decisions made
on a local level, we need to celebrate impor-
tant milestones like the 25th anniversary of the
Saginaw County Commission on Aging. We
urge you and all of our colleagues to join us
in wishing the Commission and the people
that benefit from its programs a very happy
anniversary, and many more to come.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Hugo H. Morales, an out-
standing individual who has devoted his life to
his family and to serving the community. Dr.
Morales celebrated his 65th birthday in the
company of his family and friends this past
Saturday, May 16, 1998.

Born on May 14, 1933, Dr. Morales received
a Medical Doctor (MD) degree from the Uni-
versity of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
in 1956. He also attended New York Policlinic
Medical School and Hospital Post-Graduate
course in Medicine from September 1961 to
June 1963.

Dr. Morales founded the Bronx Mental
Health Center in 1965. It consists of 35 em-
ployees who provide innovative, comprehen-
sive ambulatory mental health care services to
low-income minority patients from the Bronx
and other boroughs.

Dr. Morales’ effective management helps to
assure that quality mental health care is pro-
vided. He evaluates and comments upon the
efficiency of various means of rendering thera-
peutic services.
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